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In 2021 and 2022 the Partnership experimented a bit in our 
effort to reach other sectors of lake and stream stakeholders. 

Some stakeholders are incidental; fishermen or visitors to the area who take 
boats to several lakes each summer and are thereby at risk of moving invasive 
species from one lake to another. Other stakeholders include those who should 
be directly involved with lake water quality but are not yet tuned into potential 
issues; new property owners who never really thought about invasive species, 
or township zoning administrators who might not be aware of the economic or 
aquatic habitat value of healthy shorelines. While the Partnership has over 250 
current members who are very active with projects at their favorite lake, we 
want to reach these “incidental” stakeholders as well.
You can read about some of these efforts in this newsletter. Please contact us 
with your comments or questions about our work, our objectives and how 
we measure progress toward those objectives. We have already started a 
process to critically evaluate our 2021 and 2022 ‘experiments’. In the 

meantime, we will continue to collaborate on educational projects with both Michigan State University and 
the Iron-Baraga Conservation District, and actively participate in important water quality data-gathering 
through the Michigan Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program.  —Mike Golas

CLMP: Over Four Decades of Data-Gathering

M ichigan’s Cooperative Lakes Monitoring 
Program (CLMP) is an excellent model of 

the Partnership’s four pillars, awareness, education, 
technology and cooperation, in action. Many lakes in 
Iron County have volunteers who faithfully gather 
data from early May through late August on their 
favorite lake. Although not all lakes participate in 
every aspect of the program, all the data that is 
gathered is submitted to experts at Michigan State 
University and the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) for 
analysis. For each lake in the program a report that describes the lake’s overall health is generated. This 
long-term database is invaluable for comparing lakes, learning about how a lake ‘ticks’ and exploring issues 
like invasive species, septic pollution and algal blooms. Is your lake participating? Consider watching the 
online training modules (free) to get involved in this vital endeavor! CLMP registration is coming soon for 
2023 monitoring and fees are listed for each segment of the monitoring program.

Learn more at https://micorps.net/lake-monitoring/
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A  Little Education about Cooperation…

MLSA   Michigan Lakes & Streams Association      
https://mymlsa.org/
MLSA is “dedicated to the preservation, protection and wise management of 
inland lakes and streams. They “assist associations as well as individual 
riparian property owners in water resource friendly techniques and methods 
of protecting their investment in waterfront property.” MLSA’s monthly 
newsletter is a reliable source of practical information and opportunities. 
They host workshops, meetings and an annual conference; provide 
educational materials; file amicus curiae briefs; sponsor outreach through 
MSU Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, the Clean Boats Clean Waters 
program and the Michigan Shoreline Stewarts program.

MWA  Michigan Waterfront Alliance  
https://michiganwaterfrontalliance.com/
MWA is “a unified voice choosing to protect Michigan’s high quality 
freshwater resources for future generations.” They create and preserve state 
laws and policies that “protect, preserve and promote sustainable uses of 
inland water resources.” Although a non-profit organization, MWA is not a 
501c3 and is therefore able to lobby for laws and policies.

WEPIC is our CISMA
Western Peninsula Invasives Coalition is our 
Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area 
 https://upwepic.com/
WePIC is a partnership of federal, state and local government agencies, tribes 
and individuals that manage invasive species in Gogebic, Iron and Ontonagon 
Counties. Our CISMA covers 2.6 million acres, including 700+ lakes and 150 
public boat launches. Their aim is to control invasive species that are already 
out there and prevent further spread of invasive species. Their site is the place 
to go to know which invasive species to watch for. WePIC shares resources 
and expertise.

IBCD Iron-Baraga Conservation District  
 https://ironbaragacd.org/
The Iron Baraga Conservation District “helps local citizens manage their lands 
and preserve the environment.” There are 77 conservation districts in the state of 
Michigan which implement programs related to forests, farms, lakes, rivers, and 

residential properties. Whether you bike, hike, fish, plant, 
boat, or restore, the Iron-Baraga Conservation District staff 
are the people to partner with. There is so much to say, 
consider this a teaser in anticipation of a more  detailed 
article in a subsequent newsletter!

The Alphabet Soup of InvolvementOfficers 
President Mike Golas

Sunset Lake 

Secretary Joy DeNicola
Wildwood Lake 

Treasurer  Tom Madden
Stager Lake 

Board Members

Callista Bortolmeolli
High School Student 

Victoria Browne
Chicagon Lake 

Mike Bukovitz
Hagerman Lake 

Sally Davis
Fortune Lake 

Dennis Kufahl
Hagerman Lake 

Judy Kufahl
Hagerman Lake 

Diane Kut
Fortune Lake 

Laurie Zen Netzow
Lake Ellen 

Jim Novitski
Perch Lake 

Debra Twardowski
Stanley Lake 

To contact Partnership Board Members
iclakesandstreamspartnership@gmail.com
Please put Board Member’s name in the Subject 
Line.  We look forward to hearing from you.
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HB 4722 has three key components. 

• Local ordinances cannot ban short term rentals.
 • Up to 30% of all residential properties can be 

short-term rentals. 

• Ordinances pertaining to noise, advertising, 
traffic, etc that target short-term rentals must 
equally apply to all residential properties. 

The Michigan House passed this bill on October 
27, 2021 with a 55 to 48 majority (6 abstentions). 
This bill essentially limits local control of AirBnB’s, 
VRBO and other short-term rentals. Although the 
Senate opted not to vote on this bill recently, if it 
passes the Senate and gets signed by the Governor, 
it will invalidate local regulations with regard to 
short-term rentals. Although ICLSP has not and 
will not take a position on this issue, we do 
encourage members to be informed.

House Bill 4722: A Heated Battle About Short-Term Rentals

Diane was asked, “why did you get involved with Iron 
County Lakes and Streams Partnership?”

T he word “TIME” comes to mind.

• Times are changing in our community
•    Times are changing with our lakes

Our recent COVID virus has opened our 
eyes to many different avenues 
that have changed in our 
community. 

People are working from 
home; business had closed down 
and people are seeking new ways 
to enjoy the outdoors. These 
changes have influenced what is 
happening in each of our 
communities in Iron County.

People are spending more 
time at their cottages when 
internet service is available.  
People have decided to move to 
the UP due to either previous 
trips or their love of the outdoors and what Iron 
County has to offer. 

These changes have impacted our housing, 
employment, and tourism which in turn allows 
our lakes to be utilized more for leisure activities.  
Past and current issues are impacting lake owners 
who have been left to address and resolve  them 
by themselves.  However,  these issues require 
more involvement than just the lake owners. 

Iron County is fortunate to have 255 lakes, 
the 4th largest population of lakes in the state and 
depending upon which data you use several of 
those lakes were divided by acreage increasing the 
number.

With this usage comes increased invasive 
species being transported from lake to lake, soil 
erosion along our shorelines, more short-term 

rentals, and wake boarding just 
to name a few current topics.

Our organization’s mission 
is to educate and assist lake  
and stream stakeholders with 
situations they are facing and 
be a resource for them in these 
ever changing times.

Over the last several years 
we have targeted getting lake 
r e s i d e n t s t o j o i n o u r 
organization and have been 
successful up to this point. 
Mailings and events have 
resulted in over 250 paid 

memberships.
We are planning 2023 goals for the coming 

year. We need to partner with other organizations 
to promote community involvement and 
government participation so that we all have a 
commitment to preserving our lakes and streams 
for years to come.
—Diane Kut has been an Iron County Lakes and 
Streams Partnership Director since 2014.

TIME…                                by Diane Kut
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W rap-up of Summer Events

In the spring we launched our new website,    
www.iclakesandstreamspartnership.com

Thanks go out to Deb Twardowski, one of our 
directors who has an information technology 
background, Lee Rometti, technology instructor at 
West Iron County High School, and Lee’s students 
for their skill and dedication to this project! While 
we still have a FaceBook page for updates and 
event postings, the website gives visitors more 
detailed information about the Partnership, its 
mission, priorities and projects. Bookmark both 
and visit us often for updates!

We hosted a bird watching event in early summer 
along the Iron River. John Bates, a noted expert, 
led the walk and highlighted the connections 
between healthy water and healthy wildlife.

On a beautiful Saturday in July hundreds of 
people gathered at Bewabic State Park for Waters 
of Fortune, a fun-filled family event cooperatively 
organized by Diane Kut, one of our directors and 
Jen Ricker-Feak, who manages the Iron Baraga 
Conservation District. Although the water ski 
show by the Badwaters Ski-ters was the highlight, 
educational games offered the young and not-so-
young opportunities to learn about invasive species 
and healthy lake practices!

In early August our friends from the Michigan State 
University Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Jo 
Latimore and Erick Elgin, returned to give 
illuminating tours of local lakes and educational 

talks at local libraries. They spent almost every hour 
of their three-day visit answering questions about 

aquatic plants, encouraging healthy lake habits, and 
building cooperative relationships. We eagerly await 
this popular event every year!

In August, we offered a self-guided tour around 
Stager Lake, a deep 112 acre lake, via canoes and 
kayaks.  There were markers placed on the lake to 
point out the aquatic plant life participants were 
looking at and folks on shore helping to unload/load 
gear and answer questions about the lake and its 
plants. For more on the Stager Lake Event go to 
page 5.

We partnered with Land O’Lakes Arts (LOLA) for 
two events this fall, a concert where our message 
and great music could both be heard, and a Pop-
Up Plein Air Painting Class on Sunset Lake where 
shoreline health, a tranquil lake and changing 
foliage were featured.

What did we do in 2022?
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MDNR Report on Wake Boats: 
Be Informed, 

Don’t Just Ride the Wave

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION about Iron County Lakes & Streams Partnership 
• Use our email iclakesandstreamspartnership@gmail.com to get in touch
• Follow us on Facebook
• Visit our website for more information https://www.iclakesandstreamspartnership.com/

Which season is your 

favorite at the lake? 


I love the cusp of each season. 

As the frozen lake breaks up to 

welcome spring. 

As the lake warms for 


summer swims. 

As the leaves color and the 


lake quiets. 

As the ice forms and the sun 


becomes a 

precious commodity.


On September 14, 2022 the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 

released a special report highlighting concerns and 
recommendations about wake boats. Wake boats are 
specially designed boats that use ballast tanks and other 
technology to generate significantly larger waves with 
1.7 to 17 times as much energy as regular speed boat 
waves. The concerns include damage to shorelines and 
property, murky water and resuspension of lake bottom 
nutrients, and transportation of aquatic invasive species 
(AIS) in ballast systems that are not completely 
emptied. The recommendations include using wake 
boats at least 500 feet from docks and shorelines and at 
depths of at least 15 feet, and making sure to completely 
drain all ballast systems. Wake boaters who are aware 
can have all the thrills without creating dangerous or 
detrimental after-effects. 

Full Report at https://mymlsa.org/mdnr-
releases-special-report-on-wake-boats/

On August 10th, 2022, the ICLS Partnership 
sponsored a kayak event at Stager Lake.  Sylvia 

and I were the hosts for  approximately fifteen 
kayakers. 

Since Stager Lake is 
involved with Michigan's 
Exotic Aquatic Plant Watch 
Program, we decided to 
highlight some of our more 
common plants in the lake.  
So that morning, I purchased 9 green star-shaped 
helium balloons and, with black magic markers, 
wrote the names on each side of the balloons.  With 
our pontoon boat, we placed the 8  labeled balloons 
by each aquatic plant in the water by attaching a 

string to the balloon and a brick. Why 8 and not 9?  
Well, helium balloons have a mind of their own, and 
the ninth balloon took off on us.  So, if you see a 
green balloon still hanging in a tree east of Stager 
Lake with the name Sago Pondweed written on both 

sides, you know where it came 
from.

By the way, if you are looking 
to kayak a new lake, I highly 
recommend visiting Stager Lake.  
It's 112 acres, with three bays, a 

heavy concentration of trees all around, a township 
wheelchair accessible park with flush toilets, and a 
boat landing with a dock.  Such a deal! 
—Tom Madden is the Treasurer for Iron County 
Lakes and Streams Partnership.

Stager Lake Event                       by Tom Madden
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