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Ten Years of Developing Awareness, 
Education, Technology & Cooperation

with more to come in 2025!
At our annual meeting in August on Ice Lake, we celebrated ten years as an organization. 

The party rounded out a year of great events. And 
we are busy planning exciting opportunities for 
2025. Long-standing, ongoing relationships give 
us resources to call on as we plan.

In May 2024 over forty people attended the 
training session in techniques of the Cooperative 
Lake Monitoring Program. This will most likely 
become an event we host in April or May of even 
years and tailor to the needs of participating lakes 
and/or new lakes that want to get involved. The 
crew from Golden Lake had the most attendees at 
this training and invited Jo Latimore and Erick 
Elgin to guide them through both Score the Shore 
and Temperature/Dissolved Oxygen protocols in 
early August.

Eurasian water milfoil was a predominant 
thread during Jo and Erick’s summer visit. Although only a small percent of Iron County lakes have 
EWM, for those who are battling it as well as those who are trying to prevent it from invading, this 
topic is one we know members want to discuss. We assisted two lakes that applied for EWM grants. 
This program will continue, and we are working on refining the application and creating guidelines 
that are within our mission and provide the best help.

Tom Madden, who retired from the board in August after 10 years as our faithful treasurer, 
again provided tours of Stager Lake to residents from Victorian Heights. Seniors and their 
caregivers experienced the attention to detail and care Tom brings to everything he does.
Looking ahead to 2025:

• Don’t miss the Spring Workshop which will focus on real blueprints for healthier shorelines. 
Watch your email for more details.

• Plan to attend the Annual Member 
Meeting on Saturday, June 7 at 
the Fortune Lake Bible Camp.

• Get your lake on the list for a 
visit from Jo & Erick during their 
2025 summer visit for an on the 
water instruction event. These 
events get people interested in 
what makes a lake “tick”, reveal 
common concerns and inspire 
people to work together.

Be sure we have your email 
address, so details about 

upcoming events can get to you.

CLMP Trainer Erick Elgin

Saturday, June 7, 2025 at 4:00PM
Annual Member Meeting at 
Fortune Lake Bible Camp 

Guest Speakers:  
Attorney Steve Tinti 

Roy Carlson Aquatic Plant Specialist 
Come for the beautiful setting, the camaraderie, the 

meal and the opportunity to learn more about important 
lake topics.

Save the Date
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Get your lake or lake association on the 
schedule for summer 2025—

On the water instruction with Dr. Jo and Erick!
Association meeting Q & A 

Shoreline projects
CLMP Protocol mentoring

Contact us at iclakesandstreamspartnership@gmail.com 

The casinos are great marketers. Their message 
“You can't win if you don't play” is spot on. Clearly, this 
premise holds true for anyone with an interest in what's 
happening with our precious water resources in the UP of 
Michigan. You can't have ANY impact on the issues, the 
solutions, or the conditions of our lakes and streams if you 
don’t get involved in the various networks and associations 
that focus on just that. 

When you get involved, you’ll find it’s a great 
feeling to learn more about water quality facts.  And what 
about invasive aquatic species, like Eurasian watermilfoil? 

This is a huge issue, to say the least. To achieve the best 
possible paths toward better management and treatment 
practices, we need more players. That means you!

I encourage you to get involved, to become a 
member of this partnership, or any of the many other 
organizations working to maintain and improve lake 
quality. Invite your lake neighbors to do the same. Even 
start a lake association if you don’t already have one.

The future of your lake, your waterways, your 
environment is not just in the hands of others — it’s in 
your hands, too!

You can't win if you don't play!
by Jim Edmondson

Join to Win!

Get your feet wet with an informative 
and engaging online class—

https://www.canr.msu.edu/
courses/introduction-to-
lakes

First online class:
January 21, 2025

Registration closes on 
January 28, 2025

Summer Events with our MI State experts: 
Dr. Jo Latimore & Erick Elgin

Stay tuned for details about our spring workshop. 
Bring images and scale drawings of your property 
and we will work with experts on soil/sediment, 
native plants, landscaping and design to create plans 
for your own lake property.
Shoreline Stewards Program is an excellent 
resource: https://www.mishorelandstewards.org/

Drawing on Experts to Map a Healthy Shoreline

https://www.micorps.net/lake-monitoring/  for more information
Registration is now open for all Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program protocols.

Deadline for Spring Phosphorus is March 1. Deadlines for other protocols vary.
Training is available on line for 2025

CLMP 
Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program

https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/introduction-to-lakes
https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/introduction-to-lakes
https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/introduction-to-lakes
mailto:iclakesandstreamspartnership@gmail.com
https://www.micorps.net/lake-monitoring/
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When restoring a shoreline to its natural beauty the options are 
abundant.  A small scale project might be limited to just the shoreline while more 
ambitious projects include an entire parcel.  Each site and lake has unique 
characteristics to consider when planning a sustainable shoreline landscape.  
Lakefront owners have varied goals, skills and budgets to work with.  Deciding 
what is best for your family’s shoreline will take some thought and research with 
many resources available to help get you started.  Creating and implementing a 
design can be done by the homeowner and/or a landscape contractor.

When we purchased our property on Fine Lake in Barry County I 
knew right away I would someday replace the 
unattractive concrete block seawall along the 50’ 
shoreline.  Having been influenced by the writing 
of Douglas Tallamy and Rich Darke I wanted to 
create a garden using regional native plants for 

beauty and biodiversity that would also promote wildlife conservation.  I began my 
project by attending a Natural Shoreline Restoration Seminar offered by Michigan State 
University where I received excellent advice and materials that helped me get started.  
My goal was to use regional native plants to control erosion and provide essential 
habitat for fish, insects and wildlife while dedicating some areas for human enjoyment 
and recreation.  A property review is essential during the design phase and should 
include existing structures, water flows, soil type, contours, shade and sun areas, etc.  
These details will be critical in determining where to locate special features and how 
much site preparation will be necessary.  They will also determine what methods will be 
used to control erosion.  Most of my project required bioengineering (plants) but a small 
area needed additional protection provided by combining rock riprap with plants for 
erosion control.

Some projects may require a permit from EGLE, a 
process I found very useful.  The staff was 
knowledgeable and solved a couple of problems I 
encountered during the planning stages.  After 
receiving approval from EGLE I got right to 
work on the project.  Fortunately there is a 
native plant grower nearby where I was able to 
get many of the plants I wanted.  There are also 
many online growers where I found plant or 
seed selections the local grower didn’t have.  
Most of these growers have helpful information 
on their websites detailing plant descriptions and 
growing conditions.  You can also go to 
www.shorelinepartnership.org to learn more 
about native plants for all types of gardens.
Because I enjoy gardening and landscaping I 

didn’t limit the project to the shoreline.  We 
wanted to retire our lawn mower so continued 
planting the rest of the yard using a combination 
of regional native and non-native favorites.  We 

use our shoreline just like everyone else.  The kids play in the shallow water 
and have fun looking for frogs and trying to catch fish.  Turtles lay their eggs on 
the shoreline.  Because we don’t have grass we aren’t bothered by geese.  The 
native plants have definitely increased the biodiversity.  A few years of 
planning and execution have brought tremendous satisfaction and enjoyment.  

Our family spends most of our time in the water, on the boat or on the 
deck.  We don’t miss mowing the grass!

A Shoreline Restoration Project
by S. K. Kuilema

Before photo-every spring the 
seawall needed to be rebuilt after 
collapsing during freeze/thaw cycles.

1st year-the seawall was moved 
away from the shoreline and kept 
in place to provide protection 
from wave action until new plants 
became established.

4th year-perennials, shrubs and 
trees have matured and some 
native plants have expanded to 
fill in bare areas.

6th year-no more lawn to mow!

http://www.shorelinepartnership.org
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION about Iron County Lakes & Streams Partnership 
• Use our email iclakesandstreamspartnership@gmail.com to get in touch
• Follow us on Facebook
• Visit our website for more information https://www.iclakesandstreamspartnership.com/

Roy Carlson, Buck Lake
The members of ICLSP show a real 
interest in the surface waters of Iron 
County.  As a retired aquatic manager, 
I'm hopeful my experience will be 
helpful to the organization.  

Meet some ICLSP directors…
Vicki Browne, Chicaugon Lake

I am delighted to be part of ICLSP 
because this organization invites 
everyone to work collaboratively to keep 
lakes healthy. As a former math teacher, I 
love to learn and share that knowledge 
through discuss ions , newspaper /
newsletter art icles and hands-on 
activities.

Jim Edmondson, Iron Lake
I have a vacation home on Iron Lake and presently serve as the 

president of the Iron Lake Property 
Owners Association. I have a strong 
interest in protecting the environment and 
addressing the issues our lakes in the UP 
and Northern Wisconsin face with invasive 
plant species. That's one of the reasons I 
joined the ICLSP this year. It's a great 
opportunity to network with like-minded 
people, become better informed, and have a 
voice in making a difference.

Laurie Netzow, Lake Ellen
When Laurie’s not working on 
newsletters and flyers for local 
l a k e a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d t h e 
Partnership you’ll find her out on 
the water with Gilligan.  As a 3rd 
generation property owner and 
treasurer of the Lake Ellen 
Association, maintaining and/or 
improving water quality is very 
important to her.

Where are ICLSP members from?
ICLSP Membership Rosters of Individuals & Businesses/Organizations 

from the past several years indicate—
41 lakes in Iron County are represented

Members are from 18 different states

and 46% have their mailing address in Iron County, MI Michigan

FL

IL

WI
MI

Various

States

Thank you Tom Madden 

for 10 years of service as Treasurer of 
Iron County Lakes & Streams Partnership

You have made a difference!

mailto:iclakesandstreamspartnership@gmail.com

