
December 2023

WaveThe
Partnership News

What’s In Store for 2024?

We  will continue to build supporting activities 
and events around what stakeholders tell us 

they need to help them understand what keeps their 
favorite lakes and streams healthy.  The framework 
of events for 2024 is already being constructed by 
your board of directors with input from our MSU 
outreach educators, Jo Latimore and Erick Elgin.


April 7-13:  During National Water Week we will 
lead activities for 3rd-5th graders at the Crystal 
Falls Library and a Family Night at the West Iron 
District Library. Children are naturally curious. 
Sparking their enthusiasm fuels our hope for the 
future health of our lakes and streams.

Saturday, May 18: Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program training returns to the U.P.! This training will 
be for beginners and experienced folks alike. Local volunteers with CLMP will confirm that the training 
gives you the confidence to gather essential lake data. Many CLMP volunteers start with just two 
parameters such as phosphorus and Secchi disk. If you are a veteran monitor, perhaps it’s time to learn 
about additional protocols? We hope at least 20 lakes in Iron County will have volunteer monitors in 2024. 
Check out the CLMP website and then plan to join us for training and fellowship in May. This basic 
training is open to anyone who is interested in getting involved in CLMP so spread the word. 
https://micorps.net/lake-monitoring/ 


 July 10 and August 14: Tom Madden, along with property owners on Stager Lake, will offer pontoon 
boat tours for residents of the Iron County Medical Care Facility.  This event was a delightful success in 
2023, and we are grateful it is on the calendar again for 2024.

Late July-Early August: This is probably the most eagerly 
anticipated week of each summer. Our favorite lake experts, 
Dr. Jo Latimore and Erick Elgin from Michigan State 
University, join us for a variety of events highlighting local 
lakes. Their enthusiasm is infectious. Their appreciation for 
and knowledge about Iron County lakes is a joy to experience. 
During our time with Jo and Erick, lake tours shaped by the 
interests and concerns of property owners and stakeholders 
will continue to be the primary focus. We are also planning 
events that will be open to the community. We are particularly 
excited by the idea of a guided shoreline project on public 
land that all could participate in and learn from. Let us know 
if you would like Jo and Erick to spend time on your favorite 
lake, and what you hope that visit will accomplish. Stay tuned 

A November Snow on Wagner Creek by Patrick Browne
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as options for community activities take 
shape. The annual member meeting will 
definitely be part of one of these summer 
events, most likely during Jo & Erick’s 
visit. We will get you details as soon as 
possible, so as many members and their 
families can participate.
You are not alone. 
The Partnership was founded on the vision 
that even if issues seem too big to tackle 
alone, we can do great things when we 
work together. Your interests and concerns 
are shared by Partnership members on 
lakes across the county.  Reach out and let 
us know your questions, ideas or concerns. 
Providing opportunities to learn and work 
together is the most important part of what 
we do.

Encourage others to become members.
Spread the word about ICLSP at your lake 
association meetings. Talk to your neighbors and 
new lake property owners. And don’t forget to send 
in your own membership form.  One is enclosed.  
For just $10 each year (businesses are free as are 
youths under 18) you support dedicated volunteers 
doing good things for the lakes and streams of Iron 
County.  THANK YOU for the 250 paid 
memberships we had in 2023! 

Consider sharing your passion and skills.
Participate in Michigan’s Cooperative Lake 
Monitoring Program. Gathering vital data helps 
you see what makes your favorite lake tick, while 
building an historical record that is vitally 
important for understanding lake health trends. 
CLMP monitoring is work that works for the 
preservation of lakes. The Partnership can provide 
mentorship or financial support.  

Get involved with your lake association.  Each lake 
in Iron County is different. Your favorite lake 
needs people who are willing to show up and pitch 
in when opportunities or problems arise. The 
Partnership can help by connecting you to others who have had similar experiences, to reference materials 
or to experts.

Consider joining our board.  Currently we have 9 active directors.  Each has unique skills that they enjoy 
using in service of Iron County lakes and streams. We are all volunteers so respect for each other’s time is a 
priority. Monthly meetings can either be attended in person or via ZOOM.  
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A CLMP “Score the Shore Seminar” was held on Lake Ellen 
and led by Dr. Jo Latimore in July 2023

CLMP volunteers get ready to gather essential lake data



None of us are experts on lakes and streams, but we all enjoy learning.  Email the Partnership to talk to 
current directors, if you are curious.

Contact us if there is an issue or topic the Partnership isn’t currently addressing. One of the objectives 
we’ve been slowly moving toward is finding ways to engage township and city officials more meaningfully 
in our work.  Municipal decisions and investments sometimes affect the water quality of Iron County lakes, 
so building understanding and engagement is vitally important.

Perhaps you’d like to learn more?
Take the popular, on-line Introduction to Lakes course.  This course not only grows your understanding 
about lake ecology, but connects you to experts and peers throughout the state. Each of the six weeks 
focuses on an aspect of lakes that you address at your own pace.  
Here is a link to an article about the course: 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/
everything_you_need_to_know_about_the_upcoming_introduction_to_lakes_course 

Follow us on Facebook.  We post basic info about local and state-wide activities and opportunities for 
learning.  We hope these previews prompt you to explore matters pertinent to your favorite lake, your 
hobbies or the interests of a budding scientist or engineer in your family. 

Visit the NEWS tab of our website: https://www.iclakesandstreamspartnership.com/news-letter You will 
find PDF copies of past newsletters and a series of articles written for the Iron County Reporter newspaper 
by Vicki Browne, one of our directors. She’s putting her passion for learning and love of writing to work by 
exploring a variety of lake-related topics. Other rich repositories of relevant material can be found on the 
MI Corps website at the Resources tab:  https://micorps.net and on the MSU College of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources website: https://www.canr.msu.edu/ 

Aquatic invasive species control efforts in 
Iron County
Four Iron County lakes are working to 
control Eurasian water milfoil:  Lake Ellen, 
Lake Mary, Smoky and Chicaugon Lakes.
Property owners on Lake Ellen regularly 
monitor several sites where EWM was found 

and removed to make sure it does not resurge.
Lake Mary battled a large patch of EWM near their 
boat launch back to one plant, but a recent survey 
found additional EWM. The fight goes on.
Smoky Lake is able to share the battle with the Wisconsin DNR 
since their boat launch is in the Wisconsin section of the lake.
Chicaugon Lake has been remediating EWM for more than a 
decade. Each year efforts must be made to contain the problem 
because there is no safe way to eradicate an established EWM 
infestation. Containment is costly.  It is vitally important that 
boaters who recreate on Chicaugon Lake clean, drain and dry their 
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Many Waters team setting up for Diver-assisted Suction 
Harvesting (DASH) in September on Chicaugon Lake

Many Waters hand pulling EWM on 
Lake Ellen in 2018
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION about Iron County Lakes & Streams Partnership 
• Use our email iclakesandstreamspartnership@gmail.com to get in touch
• Follow us on Facebook
• Visit our website for more information https://www.iclakesandstreamspartnership.com/

watercraft and equipment so EWM is not spread to 
other lakes. The Partnership is encouraging Iron 
County Board of Commissioners to invest in a proper 
boat washing facility at the County owned boat 
landing. This is a difficult proposition requiring 
awareness, education, technology and cooperation.
We encourage all watercraft users on all lakes to 
“Inspect, Drain, Clean and Dry” their watercraft, 
including hidden places like bilges, live wells, bait 
pails, anchors and trailers. Here is a link to a video 
about how to clean, drain & dry: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KlTfLBT4eb4 
If you need information about how to identify 
invasive aquatic plants, contact us.  Look for summer 
2024 opportunities to snorkel with us to look for 
invasive plants and learn about native aquatic plants.  
We provide the gear so plan to join us for this fun and 
educational opportunity.
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The photo was taken on Runkle Lake during the 
2023 community CLMP event. Dr. Jo Latimore 

found fern pondweed,  ‘lake brain’ on a tree 
branch and EWM in the lake.

If you would like more details or clarification about 
any topic in this newsletter send us an email at 

iclakesandstreamspartnership@gmail.com
Snorkeling is a great way to survey for EWM and 

to learn about native aquatic plants found in 
Iron County lakes.
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